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Corridor:

Interview Date: Interviewee, Title: Affiliation:

June 1, 2006
Milton Turner, Mayor
Dennis Bergin, City Manager
Mordecai Wilson, Council Member

City of Lula

June 1, 2006

Bill Meyer, Planning Director
John McHenry, Planner (GHMPO)
Jody Woodall, Engineering
Srikanth Yamala, Planner

Hall County and Gainesville Hall MPO

June 2, 2006 Dr. Terry Greene, Mayor City of Clarkesville

June 5, 2006
Bob Hamrick, Mayor
Tim Merritt, Assistant City Manager
Kip Padgett, City Planner

City of Gainesville

June 5, 2006
Kit Dunlap, President and CEO
Tim Evans, VP Economic Development
Shelley Davis, VP Existing Industry

Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce

June 6, 2006
Mark Reed, Mayor
Ray Holcomb, Council Member
Don Ford, Acting Police Chief

City of Baldwin

June 6, 2006
Audrey Turner, Mayor
Robin Krockum, Police Chief

City of Alto

June 6, 2006 Ed Nichols, Executive Director Habersham Chamber of Commerce

June 7, 2006

Lynne Dockery, Commission Chair
Lewis Canup, County Engineer
Charlie Miller, Habersham Development
Authority
Thomas Westmoreland, Consultant

Habersham County Commission

June 7, 2006
Malcolm Hunnicutt, Mayor
Juanita Crumley, City Manager

City of Demorest

June 8, 2006
Willie Mitchell, Gainesville Branch
Representative

NAACP

June 8, 2006
Steve Gailey, District One Commissioner
Kevin McInturf, Engineer
Scott Puckett, Traffic Engineer

Hall County Board of Commissioners

June 29, 2006 Don Higgins, Mayor City of Cornelia
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Study Area Characteristics

1. Major Transportation Issues

Along SR 365 Intersecting Routes Other Major Corridors

 Through volume
increasing

 Safety at unsignalized
intersections

 Access must be limited
to protect economic
and industrial
development

 Frontage roads would
be desirable in areas

 All at-grade
intersections present
safety concern

 Wide intersections
without markings are
confusing and
dangerous

 Speed is an issue from
Alto-Mud Creek north –
need to lower speed
limit from 65 mph to 55
mph

 Once I-985 ends, the
signage on SR 365
does not properly
indicate that the road
has changed to free
access causing a safety
concern

From South to North:
Ramsey Rd

 heavy18-wheeler traffic from
industrial park

 safety due to trucks having difficulty
entering SR 365

 traffic signal needed

White Sulphur Rd

 receives traffic that would otherwise
travel on Ramsey if Ramsey were
not so steep

SR 52

 longer left turn bays on SR 365
needed;

 truck traffic increasing;
 must wait through 2-3 cycles to turn

off of SR 365
 safety
 interchange needed; all other

improvements have been exhausted

Athens St

 signal needed; longer left turn bays
from SR 365 needed

Belton Bridge

 sight distance problem getting onto
SR 365

Mud Creek

 safety

Crane Mill Rd

 sight distance NB on SR 365 is a
problem

 traveling WB on Crane Mill turning
SB on SR 365 is difficult

 trucks enter and exit here; it is
difficult for them to slow down to exit
SR 365

 deceleration lanes would be
beneficial

 no signal and excessive speeding
 signal needed (would indirectly help

 SR 52- Cagle and
Burton Roads need to
align

 East/west mobility
needs to be enhanced

 Crashes on SR 365
cause traffic to be
routed through towns

 Desirable to tie
Duncan Bridge to US
441 south of Baldwin

 BC Grant needs
improvement to serve
local traffic

 Old US 23 could be
improved to serve
local traffic

 Historic 441 to be
widened toward
Cornelia– several
alternatives under
consideration

 Level Grove Road is
planned (not
programmed) for
improvement long
term

 Signal timing at
Historic 441/Camp
Creek in Cornelia
needs to be examined

 Historic 441 and
Georgia in Demorest
is a problem
intersection – signal to
be installed soon and
may solve problem

 Desire to connect
Clarks Bridge Road to
SR 365 between
White Sulphur and SR
52 – build parkway
over lake.

 US 441 being widened
to Athens will create
additional traffic
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Alto-Mud Creek intersection

Mt. Zion Rd

 trucks enter and exit here; it is
difficult for them to slow down to exit
SR 365

 deceleration lanes would be
beneficial

 no signal and excessive speeding

Alto-Mud Creek Rd

 limited sight distance on NB SR 365
approach

 no signal and excessive speeding
 trucks enter and exit here; it is

difficult for them to slow down to exit
SR 365

 deceleration lanes would be
beneficial

Charley Davis Rd

 convenience stores diagonal from
each other

 safety due to hill on SR 365 NB
approach

 acceleration lanes are needed NB
and SB on SR 365

LC Turner Rd

 entering SR 365 NB or SB difficult
without acceleration lanes

Duncan Bridge Rd

 left turn signals with protected left
turn signal needed to enter SR 365
NB and SB

 signal is easy to miss on SR 365
 truck traffic increasing due to

adjacent industrial development
 heavy tourist traffic as main turn to

Helen, GA
 trucks enter and exit here; it is

difficult for them to slow down to exit
SR 365

 deceleration lanes would be
beneficial

 ideal to grade separate
 frontage road needed between

Duncan Bridge and Level Grove

 On US 441, Crocker
and Old Level Grove
intersections are too
close together
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Kudzu Hill

 lack of deceleration lanes makes it
hard for trucks and employees to get
off SR 365

J Warren Rd

 access to SR 365 here would help
in-town Baldwin traffic flow

Historic 441

 interchange configuration needs to
be analyzed; possible need for a
diamond

 frontage road on east side
connecting to Demorest Mt. Airy is
needed

 yield signs at interchange are
confusing

Demorest Mt. Airy Hwy

 congestion a.m. and p.m. school
peak

 SR 365 NB turning WB very difficult
 need longer turn bays as traffic

backs up into travel lanes
 acceleration lane NB on SR 365

needed
 red light running results in deaths

both NB and SB
 warning signals for both approaches

need to be moved back to provide
more notice

 students do not understand to yield
on green ball

 SR 365 NB traffic signal is a surprise
 needs interchange
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North of Study Area:

Double Bridge Rd

 major residential and retail
development coming

 Angle of intersection is not 90
degrees causing difficulty entering
and exiting SR 365

SR 197

 left turn to Cornelia is challenging
 safety
 flawed design
 need for interchange
 frontage road needed to SR 197
 would like to see study extended to

SR 197

US 441 and Antioch

 lack of storage to turn left is
dangerous

Cody

 theater scheduled for expansion
 difficult to enter and exit
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2. Municipal Growth Issues

Residential Commercial Industrial

 Some small pockets
developing near cities

 Glade Farm is a large
development that will have
mixed use including
residential

 Double Bridge Road (just
north of study area) will see
significant residential
growth

 Charley Davis Road is
planned for a 155 dwelling
unit development

 SR 52 is expected to be a
major commercial node

 Commercial is expected
along SR 365 frontage

 Industrial growth is
anticipated behind
commercial frontage
development

 Three major industrial
parks planned in Hall
County: North Gate
Business Park (access at
Howard); Gainesville
Industrial Park North
(access at White
Sulphur); and Northridge
Industrial Park (access at
White Sulphur) (see
Chamber of Commerce
map)

 Industry is developing n
the southern part of
Habersham County
(Level Grove Road and
south)

 Technology business
growth expected at Jesse
Jewell Pkwy

 Growth near airport in
Baldwin

 Kabota may be moving
north on SR 365; this
would cause 6-
8newindustries to
develop adjacent to them
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Developments of Regional
Impact

Major Growth Areas (Geographic) Trends in Commerce

 #1056 - Waste Treatment
Plant west of Lula – DRI
complete and should be
operational soon

 #869 - 250 dwelling units
on Old Cleveland Road
near Cornelia – The project
is dead

 #612 - 200 dwelling units
on Old Cleveland Road
near Cornelia – Status
unknown

 #423 - Northridge Business
ark 2,200,000 SF Light
Industrial - Grading Plan
has been approved; no
development plan yet

 #402 - 143 dwelling units
on Baldwin Road at west
Airport Road (Habersham)
– Development Underway

 #1135 – Walmart at SR 365
and Historic 441 – Status
unknown

 Glade Farms at SR 52 near
Lula (commercial, retail,
residential, professional
mixed use)

 Wastewater treatment plan
has been approved in Lula
which will encourage growth

 Double Bridge Road just
north of the study area is
anticipation 140,000+ square
feet of retail and over 300
homes

 High technology industry
is expected (combination
of office professional and
assembly/manufacturing)

 Lost some textile jobs
and are replacing these
jobs with small industrial
growth (100 employees
or less)

 Tourism is a growing
industry

Major Employers Major Utility Companies (Electric/Power)

See stakeholder database  Georgia Power
 Habersham Electric Membership

Corporation (HEMC)
 Jackson EMS
 Atmos Energy
 Atlanta Gas Light
 Quest fiber optic cable along Norfolk

Southern Line
 Alltel
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Public Involvement

1. Major Environmental Justice Concerns

Municipality EJ Populations Present Effective Outreach Strategies

Lula Minority Groups  Lula City Newsletter
 Gainesville Times
 Banks County News
 Mordecai Wilson, Councilman

Hall County Minority Groups  Greater hall Chamber of Commerce Latino
Task Force

 African American CAC Members
 Deborah Mack, County Commission
 Rev. Eugene Green

Cornelia Minority Groups  Church at intersection of Cash Street and
Nacochee

Gainesville Minority Groups  Interdenominational Black Ministerial
Association

 El Puenta advocacy group
 Chattahoochee Baptist Association
 Mexico Lindo
 Myrtle Figueras, Gainesville City Council

Gainesville Senior Citizens  Red Rabbit Transportation, Phillipa Moss
Baldwin Minority Groups  Loas Family Association

 Hispanic outreach, Nancy Sunday
Alto Minority Groups  Catholic Church on SR 197
Habersham
County

Senior Citizens  Habersham County Senior Center in Demorest
 AARP, Frank Pole in Cornelia

Habersham
County

Minority Groups  Rolando Alvarez, Banco Latino

Demorest Low Income  Clarkesville Housing Authority(in Demorest)
 Demorest Apartments

Attached Materials for Review:

 Habersham County Comprehensive Land Development Solution

 Gainesville Hall County Map illustrating locations of Industrial Parks

 City of Demorest Existing Land Use 1992

 City of Baldwin Zoning Map

 Our Citizens’ Vision of our Future: Final Vision Statement and Action Steps – Gainesville Hall

County Vision 2030

 365 Corridor Overlay District and Design Regulations

 Development Potential of the SR 365 Corridor in Hall County, Georgia: Recommendations for

a Strategic Plan for Economic Development

 Aerial map with notes (to be delivered to ARDCDIS week of 7/10/06)


